
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
10/28/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Drivers Needed Nov. 4th to the Exploratorium.  Drop off at 9:30 am 
pick up at 2:00 pm.  You can drop and go or stay and join us! 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- Abdullah Adam - 7th Grade 
- Eliya Futatsugi-Touzet - 8th Grade 

- Thank you to all parents that came to parent conferences.  Reminder: 
- Have you student reading 20 minutes (minimum) prior to bed 
- No electronics 30 minutes prior to bed 
- Nutrition and 9 hours of sleep does wonders for learning! 

 
SMART CAMPAIGN 
MS Parents - Please don't forget to donate to the Willow Creek 
Foundation’s SMART campaign. The SMART campaign raises money 
annually to bridge the funding gap. This is where I get my classroom 
budget for classroom/student supplies, field trips, etc. Donations also 
support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, the Librarian and many other 
important programs that directly benefit our kids.  
 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by 
cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day 
Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in 
before then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way 
sometime next week. 
Thank you so much for your support! 

http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
This week, 7th grade watched the movie The Martian and went to the 
Exploratorium.  We are beginning our BIODOME project which we started 
last week and will continue, in full force, next week. 
 
  
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, students went ROCK CLIMBING!  The first group of 10 8th 
grade students went climbing Thursday and next month the rest of 8th 
grade will go.  In class, we are beginning our Mars Lunar Rover Landing 
project.  Students will apply Newton’s Laws, velocity, vectors and other 
science laws to engineering with the driving question of “How can we 
colonize Mars?” 

 Jade rocking it! 



Alan in action!





Mey climbing, Sarah braking. 





 



Lessther, Eliya and Katie were all mountain billy goats!



 

Hijinks, lunch and a Sarah summit. 
 
 



English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We finished our first novel “Pygmalion” and also watched 
the film “My Fair Lady”  which is based on Pygmalion.  This week we will 
begin comparing and contrasting the two, along with writing individual book 
review/flap summaries, and finally following up with in-depth discussions 
about the novel and identity.  These exercises will help the students 
prepare for their upcoming argumentative essay on identity. 
 
     8th Grade: We are on Part Two of “To Kill A Mockingbird.”  Along with 
students reading chapters at home and writing summaries,  we have also 
been reading the novel in class by having students do Reader’s Theater. 
This is where every student is assigned to a character and read/acts out 
that character. It is a fun and interactive way to read through a novel, and 
the students seem to really enjoy it. 
  
Social Studies 
Just a reminder to all families, progress reports will be going home next 
Tuesday.  History Journals are due today, Friday, October 21.  Not turning 
one in will have a huge effect on grades in Social Studies, as it contains 
everything we’ve done in class.  To see the list of assignments that belong 
in the History Journal, visit the Google Classroom (use your student’s log 
in -- would be a good thing to check with your student).  The order of the 
assignments are not as important as the inclusion in the Journal, and that 
those assignments are reflected in their Table of Contents. 
 

7th Grade :  We explored the geography of the Middle East and how it 
affected the development of settlements and the nomadic Bedouins. 
We learned about the Origins of Islam and how Muhammad 
changed the face of Arabia with his teachings, and conquest of 
Makkah.  This coming week, we will further enrich our 
understanding of the 5 Pillars of Islam, and we will compare and 
contrast Islam and Christianity and their influences on Medieval 
life.  If you have a chance to see your student’s Journal, there should 
be approximately 36-40 pages of work completed. 
 



8th Grade :  This week, we spent some time learning about WHO the 
early American colonists were, and how prepared they were for the 
new world.  We looked at the early colonies and the various 
resources that were available in New England, the Middle Colonies, 
and the Southern Colonies.  Next week, we will learn about the 
Columbian Exchange as a World System, and how that affected 
three continents.  If you have a chance to see your student’s Journal, 
there should be approximately 26-30 pages of work completed. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 
We finished chapter 2! We're moving on to grouping and order of operations, 
and Thursday saw some great math challenges as students raced to compare 
functions with grouping (). 
 
8th Grade: 
 

We finished chapter 3! The end of the week was spent on some closure 
activities, along with a geography challenge that was a bit of a reward for doing 
so well throughout the chapter. I continue to be impressed with the growth in 
maturity and math confidence throughout the 8th grade! 

 
 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 
 

 

http://sso.cpm.org/


 


